
Preserving and Conserving Wildlands

Land Use Policy, Landscape Patterns and Organizational Philosophy

Land use policy as a determinant of patterns on the landscape.

Reclamation act 1902

Drivers:
Population
Economic Growth 
Land Use Policy
Infrastructure Investments
Topography
Climate

Impacts/Changes:
Natural productivity/ 
Salmon Runs
Community Dynamics/  

Human Behavior
Regional Economies

Processes:
Runoff
Erosion
Nutrient Cycles
Movement of Organisms
Human Settlement

Patterns:
Land Use Patterns
Transportation
Water/Sewer Infrastructure
Artificial Drainage

Conceptual Model

Policy can be thought of as a reflection of social value.

Society has concerns regarding the well-being of individuals, 
communities or natural environments and decision makers are
usually motivated to respond to those concerns.

Policies are developed to address those concerns.

Today’s discussion:

Past land use policies that have had a profound impact
on land patterns, that  in turn influence our ability to 
effectively manage contemporary land use and 
environmental problems. 

Land Ordinance of 1785
Land Survey Act of May 18, 1796

Originally devised by Thomas Jefferson as a way of dividing
up land to give to Revolutionary War veterans for 
compensation for war service

Social Concern: Compensation to veterans.

Policy: Devise fair and equitable compensation package.

At the time the country was cash poor, but land rich – thus the 
compensation package was to provide land rather than money. 
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